
Okay 
Everyone. 
To Africa!

In a virtual world known as teen second life, one bold organization, Global Kids, 
brings global youth development workshops to adventurous teens. Follow their 
ongoing  adventures in the latest edition of the holy meatballs of divine 
spongiform. This issue, learn about...

This is 
definitely 

better than a 
physical summer 

camp!

I could 
never do 

this in real 
life. I can't 

fly.

When do we 
go 

swimming?

Standing 
sixty meters 

above the 
ground is my 
kind of fun!

what kind of 
camp has 

flying 
campers on 
freefloating 
structures?

Camp Global 
Kids, of 

course, in 
Second Life.

Grab a 
marshmallow, a 
seat, and I will 

tell you the 
tale...

note: all teen quotes are taken from the chat logs. the represented teen image, however, might not be the original speaker.  



Teen residents 
learned of the 
camp through a 
billboard campaign 
developed by our 
teen intern, 
Mercury 
Metropolitan. 

To register for the program, teens were 
required to fill out a lengthy application.

I've never really been a 
popular person at school 
but in Second Life I'm a 
whole new person. The 
conversations can go on for 
hours and have real meaning. 
Second Life has really 
become a second life for me.

I own, run, and maintain Teen 
Second Life's first private 
Island, Mecca. I enjoy talking 
to different kids, from 
different areas in the world. It 
is great to learn their view 
point and/or outlook on things 
happening in the world.

The reason I design clothing 
in Second life is because in 
real life my mom and I are 
poor. I hope that I can 
complete Camp Global Kids and 
get $100 because we really are 
low on cash. 

Although I have spent the most 
of the past few years in a 
wheelchair, I am trying as hard 
as I can to recover and get 
back to the things I love. With 
Global Kids in TSL, I have been 
able to help out, and I love it. 
Because I don’t have to move, it 
works out well for me.



I didn’t even 
know this 

was up here.

I think 
Theo fell.

Me! I can!

The 
continent of 

unloaded 
prims.

over six 
million. I want to 

stand on 
russia.

For 30 minutes the teens 
debated and placed blocks. 

This should be 
interesting.

I think 
we failed. 

Not 
really.

yay! 
close.

campers received new 
blocks to guess Gross 
National Products 
around the world.

Later, when the correct 
numbers were revealed...

Asia.

i don't 
believe so.

There are more people 
there, so the money's 

spread thinner. 

10% of the 
world’s 

population 
has 85% of 
the world’s 

wealth.

THAT'S 
INTERESTING.

THIS 
WAS 
FUN.

Once Accepted, campers participated in a variety of 
workshops, like this one on economic inequality...

How many people 
do you think there 
are in the world?

My 
god!

Mercury, please put 
out the real blocks. 

Welcome to the platform in the 
sky! You’ll notice that you are 
surrounded by the six major 

continents. Who can name them?

These 60 blocks represent 
the entire world population. 
how many blocks should go 

on each continent?

You guys did great! 
Good estimations.

which 
continent had 

the highest 
collective GNP 
percentage?

Does that mean 
people in Asia 

are the richest?

why 
not?



Other activities focused on Topics like Economic 
Globalization, placing teens in the Roles of 
developing nations competing for the attention 
of transnational Corporations.

They acted...

They Had to balance the 
demands of callous 
businessmen...

...with the needs of 
their citizens...

... against other 
developing Countries 
competing for the 
same resources.

...Debated...

...And even went to 
war with each other 
as part of activities 
dealing with conflict 
resolution.

Pick your platform Folks!  
Agree, Disagree and unsure 

are your choices!



Campers experienced guest 
speakers on topics like The 
Genocide in Darfur, enjoying 
the ability to both hear about 
issues and utilize their 
Second Life Environment as a 
natural back-channel.  

They engaged in activities 
that dealt with what it 
means to live with war, 
experiencing real world 
content in an immersive 
virtual environment.

And they met on a daily basis 
to pool their knowledge, skills 
and resources as they 
considered how critical world 
issues affected society on 
both local and global levels.

Is the U.S. 
government 

doing 
anything 

about this?

Would the 
Darfur 

Genocide be 
considered 
worse than 
the rwanda 
genocide?

What's your 
favorite part 
of your job?

Best guest 
speaker 
ever!!

Why did you 
pick that 
photo?

The image was 
just yelling 
out to have 
more of a 

story told.

What does 
global 

community 
mean to 

you? What 
comes to 

mind?

I think it 
means the 

whole world 
working 

together.Makes me 
think about 
the world 
trading 

products.



Children are trapped into 
working for cocoa 

producers.

 would you stop buying 
chocolate to protest?

Child Slavery in sex 
trade is a big 

problem in today's 
world.

An estimated Two Million 
Children are enslaved, 
and some prostituted 

children are as young as 
five years old.

That one 
sounds 
really 

important 
to me.

We did our 
research on 
children who 

work with 
tobacco.

 Children 
contribute 

to 1/2 of the 
total labor.

Tobacco is 
farmed in 
over 100 
countries 

and tobacco 
estates 
employ 

children and 
teens to 

work during 
the peak 
season.

Across the 
world there 
are lots of 

kids that are 
forced to 
become 

soldiers.

at any one 
time, more 

than 
300,000 of 

these 
children are 

actively 
fighting.

That I could 
do  :-)

After a few weeks, the campers were ready to 
choose their own topic. We challenged them 
to pick something they could educate their 
peers about and inspire them to take action. 

Remember, with any action 
we take, our goal is to 
raise awareness and take 
action. think about how 
you might integrate these 
goals into your ideas.

Eventually, they 
focused on topics 
related to child labor.



How about a 
maze?

If it was a maze, maybe you put 
different pictures and stories 

in different locations.

I have a maze generator! You tell 
it the size and it makes a random 

one.

The goal 
could be like 
you need to 
learn about 
human sex 

trafficking to 
solve 

different 
puzzles.

After much debate, the campers settled on child sex trafficking. Now 
they needed to figure out how to use second life to reach their peers.

The last door 
would ask you a 

question via dialog 
and you would 

answer it to get 
access to the 

prize/monument 
room.

So we're solid on the 
following: T-shirt, 

Monument, Maze with 
Gallery and Stories 

incorporated into it?

yeah! yessum.
 that sounds 
pretty good.

All is good 
thus far.

Before long 
they had 
built the 
maze, filled 
with 96 
informative 
and 
challenging 
photos and 
quotes to 
educate 
about the 
situation.

The maze gave out free issue-related objects and took teens to a monument 
where they could take action. But now that it was built, how to spread the word?



Sweet.

Over 
300,000 get 
sold into the 

business.

It can cause 
physical and 
emotional 
damage to 

the children.

Poverty stricken 
children + chance 

for money = sexual 
exploitation.

Welcome to the Global 
Kids youth awareness 
event about Child Sex 

Trafficking.

We will also be asking 
questions throughout 

and holding a trivia 
contest at the end, for 
prizes, so make sure you 

follow along.

The issue of Child Sex 
Trafficking is a horrific 
one that struck us, so we 
chose to take action here 
on the Teen Grid.

This is why we're here - 
to inform YOU about 
Child Sex Trafficking and 
how you can help put an 
end to this Global crisis.

What do you think we 
mean by using the 
term "Slavery" to 
address this issue? 

 I think you 
are talking 
about Sex 

Trafficking, 
as in Using 

Children for 
sex.

Brooke, give 
Jackson a 
freebie :)

For a half hour, the 
campers shared what 
they had  learned.

According to 
the U.S. State 
department, 
each year an 

estimated 
800,000 

human beings 
are bought, 

sold, or 
forced 

across the 
world's 
borders, 

among them 
23% are girls 
and 10% are 
boys who 

fall victim to 
the sex 
trade.

The trivia questions followed...

#3: Why is Child 
Sex Trafficking 

such a prominent 
problem?

it is unfair 
to do this to 

children.

Yes, but why do you guys think 
the problem is so prominent?

Most of these 
children live in 
poverty and are 

sold because 
they are so 

poor.

Next question - you guys 
are really on top of these!



 I’m just glad that we can 
make connections between 
real life and Second life. It 

gives a certain uniqueness to 
Second Life while educating 

about important issues.

Tell people 
about it.

Make web 
pages.

Make 
petitions and 
send them to 

your local 
congressmen.

you 
actually 
came?!!

If you build it, 
teens will come...

We decided to raise 
awareness about 
international sex 
trafficking. So we 

ended up with a maze 
that has galleries and 

facts about that.

Your words 
here...

Your words 
here...

What are some ways you can take 
action in Real Life about this issue?

Then came the special 
surprise announcement.

We have been working all summer 
to bring awareness about this 
issue right here in Second Life. 

On Monday, that project will be 
open to the public.

Kool.

Not only did hundreds of teens attend the launch, but so did the CEO of Second Life.

Hi there!

Oh my god. I am so 
honored to be by you 

Mr. Philip Linden.

 So this is a 
big maze?

wow.
cool.

At the end of 
the maze, the 
teen visitors 

are brought up 
to this big 

monument that 
we created, 

where they can 
donate, sign a 
petition, and 
submit pics of 

themselves 
with the 

"Slavery Still 
Exists" freebie.

I hope a lot of people see it. And it certainly 
is great that SL can be of some use in 

communicating info about this BIG problem. 
One of the reasons I love coming to work is 
the hope that SL will be able to have a bigger 
and bigger impact as a tool for this sort of 
communication. It makes it harder for people 
to ignore bad things by making it easy to see 

them and communicate about them.



I landed at the 
entrance of the 
Camp GK maze. After 
hearing so much 
about it, I couldn't 
wait to enter. The 
entrance has several 
snapshots on the 
walls of others that 
have been in the 
maze, made it to the 
end, and taken a 
snapshot of 
themselves wearing 
a ‘Slavery Still 
Exists’ shirt.

One teen resident wrote a walk-through of the maze. below are a few excerpts.

I landed at the 
entrance of the 
Camp GK maze. After 
hearing so much 
about it, I couldn't 
wait to enter. The 
entrance has several 
snapshots on the 
walls of others that 
have been in the 
maze, made it to the 
end, and taken a 
snapshot of 
themselves wearing 
a ‘Slavery Still 
Exists’ shirt.

"The first thing I 
saw was an image of 
a young, female child 
curled up against a 
wall hugging a teddy 
bear looking 
distressed. A few 
feet away was 
another picture of a 
person caged. I 
started to feel a 
little upset, 
beginning to realize 
that this was quite a 
serious issue, even if 
it is shaped into a 
game like a maze.

"After turning into a 
dead end, I went 
back and found 
another poster 
reading, 'STOP! Child 
pornography on the 
internet.' This made 
me think, right now 
as I go through this 
maze, someone on 
the Internet is 
probably 
downloading child 
pornography, and a 
child somewhere is 
probably being 
exploited for 
prostitution. 

"It was now 
imprinted on my 
mind that this Child 
Sex Trafficking is a 
real problem, 
happening in the real 
world, and I felt 
something needed to 
be done.

"I went deeper into 
the maze only to 
lead to a dead end. I 
found it hard to 
retrace my steps. I 
felt trapped. It gave 
me a small idea of 
what it feels like to 
be a victim of Sex 
Trafficking: going 
deeper and deeper 
through deceit and 
lies, trying to take 
everything life 
throws at them on 
the chin, until it's 
gone too far and 
they’re stuck. 

I landed at the 
entrance of the 
Camp GK maze. After 
hearing so much 
about it, I couldn't 
wait to enter. The 
entrance has several 
snapshots on the 
walls of others that 
have been in the 
maze, made it to the 
end, and taken a 
snapshot of 
themselves wearing 
a ‘Slavery Still 
Exists’ shirt.

"I landed at the 
entrance of the 
Camp GK maze. After 
hearing so much 
about it, I couldn't 
wait to enter. The 
entrance has several 
snapshots on the 
walls of others that 
have been in the 
maze, made it to the 
end, and taken a 
snapshot of 
themselves wearing 
a "Slavery Still 
Exists’ shirt.

"I walked through 
the maze until… Uh, 
oh, I was stuck. 
What looked to be a 
dead end was 
actually a door. the 
door asked me: 'If 
all commercial 
sexual exploitation 
is stopped, some 
children will be 
robbed of their 
means to survive?' 
Going with 'false,' I 
came to another 
hallway and received 
a “Slavery still 
exists T-shirt.” 

"I came upon a cool 
looking teleporter, 
which I clicked and 
was teleported. I 
arrived at a 
monument, over 
500m up in the sky. 
There was a 
donation box, where 
I donated some 
money and then 
signed the petition 
on a website against 
child sex trafficking, 
using the link an 
object in-world had 
given me. 

"Putting on the 
freebies I had won 
through the maze, I 
took a snapshot of 
myself and sent it 
in. It had been a 
good adventure. I 
enjoyed myself, 
learned a lot, and 
most importantly, 
helped raise money 
to fight Child Sex 
Trafficking."

-- A Virtual Maze, 
Dealing with a 
Real Life Problem 
By Tecno Tiger





Founded by Carole Artigiani in 1989, Global Kids (GK) is committed to transforming urban youth into successful students as well as global 
and community leaders through its classroom-based, after school, and digital media programs. GK educates young people about international 
affairs, develops academic and leadership skills, and promotes active engagement in civic life.

I came into camp 
thinking, “Yea, the 
world is big,” but 

after, I realized, “It’s 
not just big, its 

HUGE!”

You all prepared my 
brain for my first 

year in High School, 
and I will make you 
all proud one day!

I learned that in 
a short amount 

of days ANYTHING 
can be done.

I learned that 
people can do 

things you never 
expect of them.

I learned 
sooo much 

and the best 
part about it I 

learned it 
while having 

fun.

I think the final 
project was 

awesome. I loved 
building and 

helping out and I 
feel like we have 
reached a lot of 

people.

The final 
activism was 
great! It was 

fun, educational, 
and we got to 
help out kids in 

the end!

I learned that 
discussions with 
other teens can 
happen with them 

being very mature. I 
liked how all of our 

ideas were heard.

Before camp I never thought 
about issues in the world. Well, 
I did but I never thought there 
was anything I could do to fix 
them. But I've found out that I 
can help to make a difference.

With the end of the summer, Camp Global Kids 2006 came to a close. The campers filled 
out an online evaluation telling us what they learned from participating in the program. 

we hope you enjoyed this overview of Global Kids' summer program in 
Second Life. We want to thank the MacArthur Foundation for funding 

this program; the inidividual Lindens who came to our aid; the SL 
building team, The magicians, for creating such amazing tools; the 
campers for giving so much of themselves; Lori Feldman and Zach 

nataf for working with us to design and run the program; and 
whomever rezzed that hippo and crashed our sim. For more 

information about global Kids' work in Teen Second Life, please visit: 
<www.holymeatballs.org> or contact us at info@globalkids.org.


